WICOR Strategies
	Writing

 Cornell Notes w/Summary

 Exit Slip/Reflection

 GIST

 Learning Logs

 Reciprocal Teaching

 Quick Writes

 
	Inquiry
 Explicit vocabulary instruction

 Interactive word wall

 Levels of Questions

 Philosophical Chairs

 Tutorials

 

	Collaboration

 Chalk Talk

 Gallery Walk

 Group Projects
 Jigsaw

 Think, Pair, Share
 Turn & Talk 


	Reading 

 Graphic Organizers

 Marking the Text

 Sentence Frames

 Socratic Seminar

 Summarizing the Text

 AVID Weekly 


	Organization

 Binders

 3 Column Notes

 Agenda/Calendaring

 Essay Planning
 Interactive Notebooks

 Foldables
· Rubrics


WICOR Explanations

	Writing

*Cornell Notes w/Summary :  A form of note taking which requires students to revisit and revise their notes, writing questions on the left hand side of the notes and creating a brief summary at the bottom of the page. 
*Exit Slip/Reflection:  An opportunity for students to let the teacher know what they learned through written word.  Typically done at the end of the class period or at the end of a chapter or unit.

*GIST: A concise summary sentence of 20 words. No more, no less. 
*Learning Logs: An opportunity for students to reflect on what they’ve been learning in their content classes, as well as how they are doing and what goals they have for themselves. 
*Reciprocal Teaching:  An instructional activity that takes place in the form of a dialogue between teachers and students regarding segments of text. The dialogue is structured by the use of four strategies: summarizing, question generating, clarifying, and predicting.
*Quick Writes:  A short amount of time during which students write about a given prompt tied to curriculum. 

	

	Inquiry

*Explicit Vocabulary Instruction: Instruction in vocabulary where teachers help students learn the meaning of new words and strengthen their independent skills and learn to construct meaning from text.
*Interactive word wall: A location in the room where students put key terminology/vocabulary and definitions so that they are better able to understand the coursework.  This location is visited by both the teacher and the students. 
*Identifying Levels of Questions: Students are able to identify the 3 levels of Costa’s or the 6 levels of Blooms Taxonomy and tie that knowledge to the questions being asked and created in the content classroom.   
*Philosophical Chairs: Students agree/disagree to a prompt. One student speaks at a time going back and forth from the pro to con. The student speaker must summarize what the opposing speaker said prior to him/her stating her point. 
*Tutorials:   A small group of 7 or so students asking each other questions about the subject matter in a Socratic style, not giving answers, but instead discovering answers as a group.

	

	

	

	Collaboration

*Chalk Talk:  A written debate/discussion, usually done on chart paper. This activity requires students to write about a given question or statement to “argue” their point in written form while other students are also writing. 
*Gallery Walk: A showcase of student work by posting it around the room and moving small groups from artifact to artifact. 
*Group Projects: Small groups working on a product with a rubric explaining expectations. 
*Jigsaw:  A strategy which chunks text into smaller portions and asks groups of students to only read one chunk.  The students then share what they read with people who read a different chunk of the text.   Students collaborate to learn the entire meaning of the text.
*Think, Pair, Share:   A collaborative structure which allows students to think about a question or prompt and then discuss it with a classmate or classmates.  Sometimes students will be asked to write their thoughts prior to sharing.
*Turn & Talk: An opportunity for students to respond to a prompt through dialogue with the student sitting next to them. 
Organization

*Binders: Use of a three ring binder and assignment log to record work and keep orderly. 

*Three Column Notes: Notes chunked into three categories that work well for anything with steps (math problems, scientific method, and historical timeline). The three columns are questions, facts, steps. 

*Agenda/Calendaring: Use of an agenda or calendar to record due dates, homework and expectations to meet. 

*Essay Planning: Organizing of details and facts to include in an essay with a clear thesis formulated prior to writing. 

*Interactive Notebook: Use of spiral notebook with the right side for recording notes and the left side for “doing” the notes through things like graphic organizers, foldables, etc. 

*Foldables: Organizing information into categories through use of folding paper and recording information which helps students synthesize the facts and connect it to prior knowledge.
*Rubrics:  Creation of a clear guideline to explain expectations for assignments including point value and specific components, which is given to the students when the assignment is made.

	

	Reading

*Graphic Organizers:  A visual table, graph, or picture which organizes information into a more understandable form such as  Venn Diagram, Acrostics, Spider Diagram, Timeline, etc. 
*Marking the Text:   A strategy designed to help students interact with text and understand what is being read.  Students will number the paragraphs, circle key terms, and underline author’s claims and then use that information to engage in activities about that text.
*Sentence Frames (warm-up):  Templates that allow the students to fill in the blanks with subject specific terminology to create a better understanding of the coursework.
*Socratic Seminar: Collaborative dialogue about text through use of higher level questioning. 
*Summarizing the Text: A concise wrap up of a piece of text that pulls out the most important information. This process usually follows marking the text. 
*AVID Weekly: An online resource with lesson plans and articles. 


