
IB Seniors enjoyed a special 
evening commemorating their 
accomplishments at the annual Senior 
Celebration, held on May 29 at the 
Coliseum.   During dinner, a slide 
show highlighted the students’ four 
years at SPHS.  

Entertainment included music and 
dance from many talented seniors. 
The class elected Jaila Johnson and 
Deividas Gustainis as Senior Speakers, 
and both shared words of wisdom 
along with humor.  

Each student received his or her IB 
sash from SPHS Principal Al Bennett 
and IB Director Susan Farias. The IB 
faculty performed an original song to 
salute the seniors and end the evening.

The evening was sponsored by the IB 
Boosters Organization and organized 
by the Senior Celebration Committee. 
Many thanks to the Committee and all 
of the volunteers for making this event 
possible.

Congratulations to the IB Class of 2013!

The
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Award Winners
Sylvia Stankov	 Paul Logan 
	 CAS

Renee Dabydeen	 Linda McPheron  
	 Overcoming 
	 Obstacles

Sylvia Stankov	 Carolyn Nelson Award  
	 Ideal IB Student

Ryan Halstead	 Don Driskell 
	 Faculty Speaker 
	 selected by students
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From the IB Director
Parents and Students, 
 It’s hard to believe summer is almost 
over and the start of school is just 
around the corner!   Our Class of 2013 
performed very well on their IB exams 
and 90% earned the IB Diploma.  I’m 
also excited to welcome 157 new 
freshmen to the IB Program, many of 
whom attended our IB Boot Camp and 
are ready to get started! 

We are excited to welcome the 
following new teachers to the IB 
Program:  Mr. Chris Lindenburg 
will be teaching Pre-DP Biology; 
Mr. Brandon Rader—Pre-DP World 
History; Dr. Susan Robinson—IB 
Music; and Mrs. Clara Sager-IB 
Spanish.  You will learn more about 
these teachers in the next edition of 
The Advocate.

This year there will be no early release 
on Wednesdays and the school day 
for all students will begin at 7:05 a.m. 
and end at 1:35 p.m. daily.  However, 
while traditional students will have a 
straight 7 period day, the IB students 
will follow an A-B-C Day rotation 
schedule.  This schedule has been used 
with great success at Palm Harbor IB 
for many years and provides students 
with more time spent in fewer classes 
each day.

Another benefit of this schedule is 
the Study Skills and Critical Thinking 
(SSCT) class, which will take the 
place of DS without taking time from 
academic courses. It will be a dedicated 
class period, with underclassmen 
having one block (two 45-minute 

periods) of SSCT per three day 
rotation.  Juniors and seniors will have 
two blocks per three day rotation.  

Freshmen will be coached, as usual, 
by Mrs. Karyn Tash, and Ms. Susan 
Domanski and Mr. Craig Thompson 
will continue to coach the sophomore 
class.  Juniors and seniors will be 
assigned one of their SSCT teachers 
as their academic coach.   Other 
advantages of the SSCT period are 
that the SSCT teacher/coach may 
“prescribe” that students pre- and/or 
re-sit academic classes during SSCT.  
Additionally, students may also have 
the opportunity to meet with subject 
teachers for extra help during their 
SSCT class.  

I’m sure we will experience a few 
bumps in scheduling along the way, 
so please be patient with us as we 
implement this new exciting schedule.  
I feel like it will be very advantageous 
for the success of IB students.

Students will need to be mindful of 
their attendance. If a student misses 
more than 4 days in any one period, he 
or she will be unable to exempt ANY 
exams.  Since the classes are longer it is 
important that students are in school 
every day!  

Following are a few reminders as we 
start the new year:   

LEAVING SCHOOL
If your child needs to leave school 
early please send a note with your 
child and instruct him or her to 

take the note to the IB Office in the 
morning.  Mrs. Derrickson will issue 
the PTL at that time, and then all your 
child has to do is present the PTL to 
the teacher when it’s time to go.  It is 
very difficult for us to get students out 
of class on short notice.

DRESS CODE
This year the dress code will be priority 
number 1!  Each day will begin with 
a Dress Code Check.  Students out of 
compliance will be sent to the IB Office 
to call home for a change of clothes 
and then sent to the IC Room until 
the new clothes are brought to school.  
Students who have chronic dress code 
violations will be issued a Disciplinary 
Referral.  Please be sure your student 
is in compliance with the Pinellas 
County School Dress Code.  There is 
more information on the code in this 
issue of the Advocate.

Finally, I ask that you please consider 
becoming a member of the IB Booster 
Parent Organization.  The financial 
and volunteer support of IB Boosters is 
what makes our program special.  My 
goal is 100% membership in each class.  
If you want to get involved in the IB 
Program, please consider joining one 
of our standing committees.  Thank 
you for choosing St. Pete High IB, and 
have a great school year!

Susan Farias 
Assistant Principal 

St. Petersburg High School 
International Baccalaureate Program/

Advanced Placement

From the IB Boosters
Congratulations to our seniors!  We 
are all so proud of your hard work and 
achievements and wish you continued 
prosperity as you begin your college 
experience.  There were so many 
awards and scholarships last year that 
we were all very impressed.  Seeing the 

rewards for this hard work also helps 
to keep the underclassman motivated 
for next year!

We welcome our new IB families and 
hope that the “summer camp” was a 
good introduction to the program.  

Thank you to our teachers and student 
volunteers who generously volunteered 
their time to help us get our new 
freshman class off to a great start.  The 
camaraderie that it started will help 
the students work together in the 
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The IB Mission
The International Baccalaureate 
aims to develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable and caring young 
people who help to create a better 
and more peaceful world through 
intercultural understanding and 

respect.  To this end the organization 
works with schools, governments 
and international organizations to 
develop challenging programmes of 
international education and rigorous 
assessment.  These programmes 

encourage students across the world 
to become active, compassionate and 
lifelong learners who understand that 
other people, with their differences, 
can also be right.

IB Learner Profile
The attributes of the learner profile 
express the values inherent to the IB 
continuum of international education: 
these are values that should infuse 
all elements of the program and, 
therefore, the culture and ethos of 

all IB World Schools. IB programs 
promote the education of the whole 
person, emphasizing intellectual, 
personal, emotional and social growth 
through all domains of knowledge.

IB LEARNERS STRIVE 
TO BE

Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, 
Communicators, Principled, Open-
minded, Caring, Risk-takers, Balanced 
& Reflective

coming year, a key to success in the IB 
program.  

For those new to our program, the 
IB Boosters is the parent volunteer 
group that supports our program.  We 
support our students by organizing 
events for each class and proctoring 
the IB exams each spring. We support 
our teachers by fulfilling their 
classroom wish lists and providing 
monthly luncheons. We support our 
parents, keeping you informed by 
publishing this Advocate newsletter, 

updating the website and posting to 
our facebook group page.

You can get involved in our efforts by 
joining or renewing your membership, 
and/or by volunteering your time with 
one of our committees next year.   Our 
board meets the second Tuesday of 
each month at 6PM in the IB office, 
and there are a number of board 
members with rising seniors, leaving 
open positions for 2014-15 school 
year. By participating this year, we can 
mentor our new volunteers for these 
future positions. 

Check out our website by going 
to www.stpetehigh.com and click 
on IB Boosters, join our facebook 
group at www.facebook.com/groups/
SPHSIBBoosters, or feel free to email 
me at EAbernethy3@gmail.com.  

Enjoy the rest of your summer and see 
you in the fall!

Liz Abernethy 
IB Booster President

Academic Achievement
NATIONAL ESSAY WINNER:  From 
among nearly 4000 entrants, IB Senior 
Noelle Rutland took first place in the 
Stossel in the Classroom “No They 
Can’t” essay contest.  Based upon 
television commentator John Stossel’s 
book, No They Can’t, and his related 

television program, the contest asks 
students to address whether Stossel 
is correct that a free people and free 
markets do a better job of solving 
problems than government does.  

Noelle received an all-expense paid 
trip to New York City, where she 
appeared on Stossel’s one-hour 
program, Stossel, on the Fox Business 
Network.  IB English teacher Sarah 
VanDuyne, who submitted Noelle’s 
essay, also received this trip.

Noelle also received a $1500 cash 
award and an autographed copy of 
Stossel’s book.  Her essay may be 
viewed at http://stosselintheclassroom.

org/essay_contest/first_place/.  
Congratulations to Noelle and Mrs. 
VanDuyne!

MERIT SCHOLARSHIP:  IB Senior 
Brent Begamy was named a $2,500 
National Merit Scholarship recipient 
last week, one of only 2,500 winners 
nationally and the only one from 
Pinellas County. Winners were chosen 
from 15,000 finalists in the 2013 
National Merit Scholarship Program. 
A selection committee assessed 
students’ grades, the difficulty of the 
subjects they studied, standardized 
test scores and participation in school 
activities. The winners in each state 
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were judged to have “the strongest 
combination of accomplishments, 
skills and potential for success in 
rigorous college studies.”

ACADEMIC CHALLENGE:  Pinellas 
County took top honors at the 
statewide Commissioner’s Academic 
Challenge in mid-April.  Of the six 
team members, three are SPHS IB 
students:  Seniors Eric Mulligan and 
Solomon Howard (third and fifth 
from left); and Junior Nick Walker 
(far left).   SPHS faculty member Tracy 
Keim, the SPHS team sponsor, coached 
the county team along with a teacher 
from Seminole High School. 

SPANISH SCHOLARSHIP:  IB 
Senior Eliza Fixler received a 
$1000 scholarship for outstanding 
achievement in Spanish from the 
Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica.

GOODWILL AMBASSADOR:  IB 
Junior Tien Weber was selected to 
serve as a goodwill ambassador this 
summer to St. Petersburg’s sister city 
of Takamatsu, Japan. Tien received 
round-trip airfare to Japan, where 
she will stay with host families for 
three weeks.  As ambassador, Tien 
will inform the Japanese about life 
and culture here, and she will make a 
presentation on her visit to the Mayor 
and City Council of St. Petersburg. 

HISTORY EXCELLENCE:  IB 
Freshman Alexandria Witherspoon 
took first place in the individual 
website category at the Florida State 
History Fair.

POYNTER INTERNSHIP:  IB 
Sophomore Robert Richardson 
received a summer internship with the 
Poynter Institute.

ALUMNI NEWS
Shane Crutchfield, IB Class of 2012 
just finished her freshman year at 
Xavier University, where she was 
recognized as the Colonial Athletic 
Association’s (CAA) Rookie of the 
Year in women’s golf.  She also made 
the CAA Tournament Team and was 
named 1st Team All Conference.  

Eric Tong, valedictorian of the IB 
Class of 2012, received a Summer 
Undergraduate Research Fellowship 
and a University Scholars Program 
Summer Enhancement Grant to work 
full-time this summer at Columbia 
University Cell Engineering Lab.  Eric, 
who just completed his freshman year 
at Columbia, will be working to help 
develop tissue-engineered cartilage 
which will eventually be used to 
replace worn cartilage in osteoarthritic 
patients. 

Additionally, last semester Eric 
competed in the Columbia 
Undergraduate Venture Competition 
and won a spot in the Summer Startup 
Session.  Through this program, he and 
his partner hope to develop their idea 
to a minimal viable product stage.  

Kelly Vasbinder, IB Class of 2011, is 
one of just 127 students nationwide 
to receive a prestigious Ernest 
F. Hollings scholarship from the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA).  Kelly just 
finished her sophomore year at Florida 
State University, where she is working 
towards her degree in Biology with a 
Certificate of Marine Biology and a 
Chemistry minor.  She wants to work 
in the research of fish populations and 
has been working in a research lab on 
sponges for the past three semesters.

Lydia Franzek, IB Class of 2010, 
graduated from the University of 

Florida in May and was awarded 
the Hauptman Medal for the Most 
Outstanding Major in Spanish.

DEBATE AND PUBLIC 

SPEAKING
SPHS ETHICS TEAM NATIONAL 
CHAMPS:  St. Petersburg High 
School’s Ethics Bowl team is the 2013 
NATIONAL CHAMPION Team, 
emerging victorious at the first ever 
National High School Ethics Bowl 
at the Parr Center for Ethics at the 
University of North Carolina in April. 
At the event, SPHS competed against 
teams from all over the country 
and went undefeated through the 
entire tournament of 4 preliminary 
rounds, a semi-final and a final round.   
Team members, all IB seniors, are 
Deividas (David) Gustainis, Harsha 
Kuchampudi, Jared Morgenstein, and 
Caroline Wallace.

SPHS DEBATER IN NATION’S 
TOP 12:  IB Senior Caroline Wallace 
is the first debater from SPHS to 
reach the finals at the Tournament of 
Champions, considered to be the most 
competitive high school tournament 
in the country.  Only 12 debaters made 
the finals of Caroline’s event, Student 
Congress.

In order to qualify for the TOC, which 
is held at the University of Kentucky 
in late April, a debater must reach the 
semi-final or final round of at least two 
national-level tournaments.  Caroline 
had four qualifying bids.  IB Junior 
Saagar Gupta and IB Freshman Sam 
Joyce also qualified with two bids 
each and also competed in Student 
Congress.
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ATHLETICS
POLE VAULTING TO THE GOLD:  
IB Senior Cayman Ellis, regional 
champion in the pole vault, tied for 
first place at the Florida Class 4A 
Track and Field State Championship 
in May.  He was Pinellas County’s only 
first place winner.  Other IB students 
qualifying for states were Senior 
Sam Chandler (3200 meters) and 
Freshman Rayven Kirkland (4 x 100 
girls’ relay).  

FOR LEADERS ON AND OFF THE 
FIELD:  IB Junior Grant Gramling, 

a member of the SPHS football 
team, was selected to participate in 
the 2nd Annual NFL-Wharton Prep 
Leadership Program at The University 
of Pennsylvania in June.  Grant is 
just one of only 32 students selected 
for this honor from a nationwide 
application process.

PERFORMING ARTS
ORCHESTRA LANDS ON A 
HIGH NOTE:  In SPHS’ first-ever 
performance at the State Orchestra 
Festival, the SPHS Orchestra received 
an overall Superior rating (the highest 
award given) from a panel of collegiate 

orchestra directors. In addition, they 
were the only orchestra from Pinellas 
County to qualify and perform at the 
event.  IB Students who performed 
at this event are:  Francis Ameng, 
Charli Baden, Julia Barlow, Caroline 
Barnett, Sarah Hylton, Alyssa Jouret, 
Noah Lincoln, Robert Richardson, 
Ana Gabriela Rocha, Maxwell Rosen, 
Daniel Segundo, Margaux Stickney, 
Kenneth Stuck and Tarek Ziad.

Don’t Skirt the Dress Code This Year!
While the dress code for 2013-14 
school year has not changed from 
last year, this year it will be strictly 
enforced!  Please keep this handy for 
those back-to-school shopping trips!  
And when in doubt, ask before you 
attire!

ITEMS THAT ARE 
ALLOWED

•	 Shirts and blouses which 
completely cover the midriff, back, 
sides and undergarments (including 
bra straps)

•	 Shorts and skirts that are mid-thigh 
length or longer  

•	 Trousers, pants and shorts worn at 
the waist and completely covering 
all undergarments (including boxer 
shorts)

•	 Safe and appropriate footwear
ITEMS THAT ARE 
NOT ALLOWED

•	 Visible undergarments (including 
bra straps and boxer shorts)

•	 Short-shorts and miniskirts 
(shorter than mid-thigh) 

•	 Tank tops and any other type of 
shirt that does NOT have sleeves 
that cover the shoulder  

•	 Pajamas or sleepwear of any type

•	 Hats/Bandanas/Sweatbands/
Sunglasses

•	 Clothing with inappropriate holes 
or rips

•	 Spandex/Leotards/Leggings MUST 
be worn with proper covering 
outergarments

•	 Clothing/Jewelry/Tattoos with: 
Profanity, Violent Images, Sexually 
Suggestive Phrases or Images, Gang 
Related Symbols, Alcohol, Tobacco 
or Drug Depictions including 
advertisements for such products

•	 Hoodies, when the hood is up 
covering your head

LOCKS & LOCKER 
INFORMATION

Lock sales and locker assignments will 
take place in the IB office (room 157) 
on the following dates:

SENIORS can choose a locker and 
purchase a lock on Tuesday, August 
6th from 9am-1pm

JUNIORS – Wednesday, August 7th 
from 9am-1pm

SOPHOMORES – Thursday, August 
8th from 9am-1pm

FRESHMEN – will complete the 
process at freshmen orientation.

STUDENTS MUST HAVE A 
SPHS-ISSUED LOCK ON THEIR 
LOCKERS!  The cost is $4.00, cash 
only.

STUDENTS MUST ALSO REGISTER 
THEIR SPHS-ISSUED LOCK WITH 
A LOCKER OF THEIR CHOICE.    
DO NOT place a lock on a locker until 
you have registered the combination 
in the IB Office.  All locks that are not 
registered, SPHS-issued locks will be 
removed.

PARKING HANG TAG 
SALE

If you missed the parking hang tag 
sale or have a summer birthday, you 
can purchase hang tags while they last 
in the IB office this summer!  Office is 
open Monday through Thursday.

Cost is $10.00 cash only. You must 
have a copy that we can keep of your 
driver’s license and registration. We 
cannot make copies.
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College Acceptances
for the Class of 2013

Members of the IB Class of 2013 were accepted into the following colleges and universities:

Agnes Scott College
American University
Appalachian State University
Arizona State University	
Auburn University	
Ave Maria University
Bard College	
Barnard College of Columbia	
Baylor University
Bennington College	
Boston College	
Boston University
Brown University	
Cedarville University	
College of Charleston
College of William & Mary	
Colorado School of Mines	
Colorado State University
Columbia University	
Columbia College-Chicago
Drew University	
Drexel University	
Duke University
Earlham College	
Eckerd College	
Elon University
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University	
Emory University	
Florida A & M University
Florida Atlantic University	
Florida Gulf Coast University	
Florida International University
Florida Southern College	
Florida State University	
Fordham University
Furman University	
George Washington University	
Georgia Institute of Technology
Grinnell College	
Hampshire College	

Harvard University
Hendrix College	
Illinois Wesleyan University	
Indiana University-Bloomington
Johns Hopkins University	
Kalamazoo College	
Loyola University-Chicago
Marietta College	
Maryville University	
Michigan State University
University of Mississippi 	
New College of Florida	
New York University
Northeastern University	
Oglethorpe University	
Oxford University
Pomona College	
Pennsylvania State University	
Pepperdine University
Princeton University	
Rennsselaer Polytechnic Institute	
Rice University
Rochester Institute of Technology	
Rollins College	
Salve Regina University
Samford University	
Savannah College of Art & Design	
Seattle Pacific University
Sewanee University of the South	
Southeastern University	
St. Bonaventure University
St. John’s University	
St. Mary’s College at Notre Dame	
St. Petersburg College
Stetson University	
Suffolk University	
Syracuse University
Taylor University	
Temple University	
Texas A & M University

Tufts University	
Tulane University	
U.S. Coast Guard Academy
University of Alabama	
University of California-Berkeley	
University of California-LA
University of California-San Diego
University of Colorado-Boulder	
University of Central Florida	
University of Dayton
University of Delaware	
University of Denver	
University of Florida
University of Georgia	
University of Miami	
University of Missouri
University of New Hampshire	
University of North Carolina-Asheville	
University of NC-Chapel Hill
University of North Florida	
University of Pennsylvania	
University of Puget Sound
University of Richmond	
University of Rochester	
University of South Carolina
University of South Florida-St. Petersburg	
University of South Florida-Tampa	
University of Southern California
University of Tampa	
University of Texas	
University of Vermont
University of West Florida	
Vanderbilt University	
Wofford College
Wake Forest University	
Washington & Lee University	
Whitworth University	
Yale University	



7

First Semester 2013-2014 – IB Calendar
Aug15	 IB Freshman Orientation 6pm
Aug19	 School opens
Aug20	 Freshmen interested in  
	 running for Student  
	 Government positions can  
	 access the form on the school  
	 website or pick up a copy  
	 from B314.
Aug 21	 Mandatory IB Senior  
	 Student/Parent meeting,  
	 6pm in Cafeteria
Aug 23	 All forms for Freshman  
	 elections due to Mrs.  
	 Keim B314by 2:30pm.
Aug 26 	Back to School Night – Entire  
	 school (Traditional & IB)
Aug 27	 Freshmen running for  
	 Student Government:  	  
	 Meet with Mrs. Keim during  
	 lunch or after or after school  
	 for Review of Rules.
Sept 2	 Labor Day Holiday – School  
	 closed
Sept 3	 Freshman elections in the  
	 gym PTSA meeting -7pm  
	 Media Center
Sept 5 & 6	 Rosh Hashanah-Special  
	 Observance Day*
Sept 9	 SAC meeting 7pm-Media Center
Sept 10	 IB Booster Board Meeting-  
	 6pm in IB Conference Room
Sept 11	 Mandatory meeting for  
	 parents of IB Juniors-CAS,  
	 6pm in auditorium
Sept 13	 Professional Development  
	 Day-School closed for students 
	 Last day to pay for PSAT –  
	 Guidance Office
Sept 14	 Yom Kippur – Special  
	 Observance Day*
Sept 16	 Extended Essays are due in  
	 IB Office – EE Celebration!

Sept 17	 Planning meeting for IB  
	 Senior Celebration 6:30pm- 
	 everyone invited, parents of  
	 all grade levels encouraged to  
	 get involved! Meeting held in  
	 Room 151.
Sept 18	 Financial Aid Workshop for  
	 parents of IB Seniors, 6pm in  
	 cafeteria
Sept 19	 Sukkot – Special Observance  
	 Day*
Sept 25	 IB Pinning Ceremony (IB  
	 Juniors) – 7pm in auditorium
Sept 26	 Shemini Atzeret – Special  
	 Observance Day*
Sept 30-Oct 5	 Homecoming Week
Oct 1	 End of first grading period 
	 Pinellas Education Foundation  
	 (pinellaseducationfoundation. 
	 org) scholarship for seniors  
	 opens online, closes
Oct 5	 Homecoming Dance at The  
	 Coliseum 7-11pm 
Oct 8	 IB Booster Board meeting  
	 6pm in IB Conference Room 
	 PTSA Meeting 7pm – Media  
	 Center
Oct 9	 Report Cards distributed
Oct 14	 SAC meeting 7pm-Media Center
Oct 15	 Eid-al-Adha- Special  
	 Observance Day*
Oct 16	 PSAT administered at St. Pete  
	 High, mandatory for IB juniors
Oct 25	 Professional Development Day  
	 – school closed for students
Nov 5	 PTSA meeting-7pm in Media  
	 Center 
Nov 11	 SAC meeting 7pm-Media Center
Nov 12	 IB Booster Board meeting  
	 6pm in IB Conference Room
Nov 13	 End of second grading period
Nov 21	 Report cards distributed
Nov 21-23	 Fall Play

Nov 25 & 26	 Teacher Work Days/ 
	 Professional Development  
	 – school closed for students
Nov 27-29	 Thanksgiving Holidays- 
	 school closed for staff  
	 & students
Dec 1	 Bright Futures application  
	 opens for seniors.  
	 Seniors must apply at  
	 floridastudentfinancialaid.org   
	 prior to graduation in order  
	 to receive Bright Futures aid  
	 next fall
Dec 3	 PTSA meeting-7pm Media  
	 Center
Dec 9	 SAC meeting 7pm-Media Center
Dec 10	 IB Booster Board meeting  
	 6pm in IB Conference Room
Dec 23-Jan 3	 Winter Holidays- 
	 schools closed for staff  
	 & students
Jan 6	 School reopens
Jan 7	 PTSA meeting-7pm Media  
	 Center
Jan 10	 Goldfever – 7pm in  
	 auditorium
Jan 13	 SAC meeting 7pm-Media Center
Jan 13-16	 Mid-term exams (no  
	 abbreviated days)
Jan 14	 IB Booster Board meeting  
	 6pm in IB Conference Room
Jan 15	 IB Senior Celebration  
	 Committee Meeting new  
	 members welcome! – 6:30pm
Jan 16	 End of first semester
Jan 17	 Teacher Work Day – Schools  
	 closed for students
Jan 20	 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  
	 Holiday-School closed for  
	 staff & students
Jan 21	 Second semester begins 
	 Senior Celebration Committee  
	 Meeting, 6:30pm in room 151
Jan 28	 Report cards distributed
Feb 4	 PTSA meeting-7pm Media  
	 Center
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Where Is the Class of 2013 Headed?
Here is where the members of the IB Class of 2013 will be attending college:

Kamran Ali – University of Florida 
Taylor Allums – University of Florida 
Ashley Alonzo – University of South Florida -Tampa 
Morgan Babcock – University of Central Florida 
Esther Bak – University of Florida 
Karrie Ballis – University of Florida 
Meghan Ballis – University of Florida 
Nathania Baptiste – University of South Florida – Tampa 
Christina Barcley – University of Florida 
Emile Bautista – Brown University 
Brent Begany – Vanderbilt University 
Thomas Bennett – Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
Rachel Berrang- Florida State University 
Samantha Bingham – Eckerd College 
Anna Bounphakhom – University of Central Florida 
Kayla Burrows – University of South FL – St. Petersburg 
Breanna Broughton – Emory University 
Gabriela Sofia Calderon – Florida State University 
Kathryn  Canney – Elon University 
Nikki Carver – Florida State University 
Samuel Chandler – Southeastern University 
Sridhar Chandrasekaran – University of Florida 
Juan Nhon Chau – University of South Florida-Tampa 

Hunter Christensen – Georgia Institute of Technology 
Emily Chittick – Pomona College 
Eve Choeykrajang – Florida State University 
Alexandria Church – Florida State University 
Christina Colon – Florida Southern College 
Anne Collar – Florida State University 
Leah Conover – University of Central Florida 
Joseph Daatselaar – University of Florida 
Renee Dabydeen – University of South Florida-Tampa 
Zoe Deggans – Indiana University 
Kenny Do – University of Florida 
Jenna Dolan – University of South Florida- Tampa 
Matthew Doyle – University of Central Florida 
Nicholas Eichler – University of Florida 
Cayman Ellis – Florida State University 
Jenna Esposito – University of Florida 
Whitney Essman – Florida State University 
Victoria Estren – University of Miami 
Jordan Fansler – University of Florida 
Andrew Farrar – University of Florida 
Eliza Fixler – New College of Florida 
Sarah Flaherty – University of Richmond 
Julio Francati- University of South Florida - Tampa 

IB CALENDAR NOTES
*6.16 RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY 
EXEMPTIONS

(1) In order to prevent a conflict between 
participation in religious observances and 
participation in public school attendance 
in grades kindergarten through 12, a 
student shall be exempt from attendance 
for a day or days, or for a period of time on 
a day, designated by the School Board as a 
religious holiday.

(2) The School Board shall approve a list 
of religious holidays on which student 
absence from school shall be allowed when 
the annual school calendar is adopted.  The 
Superintendent (or designee) is authorized 
to add religious holidays to the list when 
presented with documentation establishing 

the existence of a legitimate religious 
holiday.

(3) The parent or guardian of a student 
who is to be absent on such a religious 
holiday shall provide to the principal 
or a designated school administrator, at 
least three (3) days prior to the absence, a 
signed notice of the student’s intent to be 
absent. The notice shall contain the name 
and address of the student to be absent and 
the date and/or time of the absence.

(4) The principal and teachers at each 
school shall plan examination, study, and 
assignments so that no undue hardship is 
imposed upon the student exempted from 
attendance to observe a religious holiday.  
No testing of any kind or major reviews 

shall take place on a religious holiday 
recognized by the School Board.

(5) A student shall have the opportunity 
to make up any examination, study, 
or assignment which has been missed 
because of absence for observance of a 
religious holiday or because the tenets of 
the student’s religion forbid secular activity 
at such time.

(6) The principals and teachers at each 
school shall be responsible for making 
available to the student so exempted the 
examination, study, or assignment which 
has been missed and no special fees shall 
be charged for such opportunity.
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Melissa Franklin – University of Florida 
Courtney Fridella – University of Florida 
Shalla Galanos – University of Florida 
Hannah Gerke – Texas A&M University 
Vanessa Gillette – University of Georgia 
Manuel Gonzalez – University of Central Florida 
Diana Gorman – University of Florida 
Hayden Grant – American University 
Haleigh Alyssa Gray – University of Puget Sound 
Jessica Green – Eckerd College 
Virginia Keaton Green – University of North Carolina 
                                            -Chapel Hill 
Rahul Gupta – University of Miami 
Deividas Gustainis – University of Miami 
Rebecca Harris – Florida State University 
Alexa Hehl – Florida State University 
Molly Hellier – Duke University 
Drake Hendrix – University of South Florida- Tampa 
Solomon Howard – New York University 
John Joseph Hubler – Wake Forest University 
Destiny Jenkins -  University of Central Florida 
Paula Jernigan – University of South Florida-Tampa 
Jaila Johnson -  Vanderbilt University 
Brigette Juszczyk – University of Florida 
Austin Kadau – University of Florida 
Jensen Keeler – Florida State University 
Charles Kennedy – University of Florida 
Anastasia Khakhoula – University of South Florida 
                                          -St. Petersburg 
Troy Koser – Hendrix College 
Harsha Kuchampudi – University of Florida 
Lekha Kuchampudi – University of Florida 
Teodotas Kursevicius – University of Central Florida 
Luisa Laitano – Florida State University 
Jaimie Lanning – University of Central Florida 
Jesse Lawhead – Cedarville University 
Megan Lee – University of South Florida- St. Petersburg 
Adam LeMay – University of Florida 
Kimberly Leshko – University of South Florida - Tampa 
Courtney Lewis – Eckerd College 
Allison Malkiewicz – University of Florida 
Jackson Matheny – University of Florida 
Amanda McCallister – Boston University 
Clare McQueen – University of Florida 

Nicole McQuillen – University of Florida 
Adam Miller – University of Florida 
Ryan Mockabee – University of Florida 
Jared Morgenstein – St. Petersburg College 
Jasmine Morris – University of Florida 
Jacqueline Mosher – Pepperdine University 
Eric Mulligan – University of Florida 
Brittany Munyer – University of Florida 
Mala Nath – University of Central Florida 
Huy Ngo – University of Southern California 
Kathy Ngo – University of Florida 
Shreya Nirmalan – University of Florida 
Jasmine Norris – University of West Florida 
Blake Noyes – University of Florida 
Ike Okonkwo – Harvard University 
Alexandra Parker – Florida State University 
Christina Pheil – University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill 
Elana Post – University of Florida 
Vienna Quattry – University of Florida 
Breanna Raspopovich – University of Florida 
Bryce Reeves – University of Florida 
Morgan Rhodes – United States Coast Guard Academy 
Nickolas Richard – Florida State University 
Ashley Ridgway – University of South Florida 
                                 -St. Petersburg 
Kelsey Riordan – University of Florida 
Alexis Rosenthal – Princeton University 
Noelle Rutland – Washington and Lee University 
Morgan Shettle – Baylor University 
Ian Smith – Boston University 
Sylvia Stankov – University of Florida 
Aaron Stephany – University of South Florida - Tampa 
Robert Pendleton Sulte V – University of Florida 
Steven Svoboda – University of Florida 
Matthew Tanawan – University of Florida 
Anh Thach – University of Florida 
Christian Titus – University of South Florida-Tampa 
Megan Towzey – University of Florida 
Brigita Ulevicius – University of Florida 
Emilie Vanneste-St. Mary’s College at Notre Dame 
Mykolas Varkalis – University of Florida 
Caroline Wallace – University of Pennsylvania 
Jesse Wood – Georgia Institute of Technology 
Tiffany Wood – University of Alabama




